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Chapter house not to choose but to follow the leader of the
party. The ministry has the right to allocate Parlia-
mentary time, to decide the order of measures to be
dealt with; it can in many ways help a loyal and punish
a negligent supporter; if he continues recalcitrant, the
party will reject him as its candidate at the next elec-
tion, and the ministry can normally threaten mal-
contents with a dissolution, involving termination of
pay and the prospect of a new contest without party
funds to back hinKl
Formally there are, of course, sufficient opportunities
for members to challenge ministers. The British prac-
tice of an address from the throne, followed generally,
though not in the Irish Free State, affords oppor-
tunities of hostile amendments; finance measures are,
as in the United Kingdom, made the subject of dis-
cussions based, not on detail, but on principle; motions
for the adjournment can lead to debate, and on occa-
sions of urgency a debate may be brought on with but
short notice to the ministry. Or formal motions of
no confidence may be proposed, in which case they
will normally be allocated an early date for debate.
Questions equally serve to harass ministers, and to
extract from them damaging admissions of irregulari-
ties in finance or treatment of personnel, or halting
explanations of imprudent speeches or suggestions that
governmental favours may be purchased by votes. But
normally the parties are too clearly defined to make
such demonstrations count much in influencing votes;
it is only when a party has begun to doubt the wisdom
of its leader, as was the case in 1929 with Mr. Brace's
administration in the Commonwealth, that an adroit
amendment may detach doubters and precipitate the